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: Difſemets.”,; 


From the Preſent Gavernitie 
Freely. Declarlty 


The Grounds that Yn" a 


Offer'd / to the Conſideration of ſuch FY * 
are, or ſhould be their FRIENDS; © 
and of. OTHERS, abe would have” 
their Hopes Suppreſs d. 25 

With ſome Account of their sentiments, „ 

Concerning the Treatment they meet 

with. | 


KY In TukRE Payens. 
Never certainly was there a Time ſince om 
ration was heard of among ſt-ug, in pas the FTE Fray ru} 


Reaſon to confider of [ ſuch] a Tiniowa or bope, a , 
Opportunity to promiſe ourſelves the Arcompliſhment of it; on- 
ly let us be on all Hands as. careful t improve it, a I am 
perſwaded we bave all of us; not dm ſeem'd to defire, but 
have indeed earneſtly long' d for it. Let w ſhew the Senſe we 
have of that wonderful Deliverance GOD hath given us out 
of the Hand of our Enemies, by uniting onrſelves in the ſtrick. 
teft League of Friendſhip with one another. Dr. Wake, now 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury * oy; 
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City of LONDON. 


S1R, 


Þ S you are a Perſon of conſiderable Fi- 
A gure in the City, and have been very ac- 

| tive and nſeful on Publick Occafions ; 
and as you have, from Principle, taken part with 
the more Moderate Diſſenters from the Eſtabliſh'd 
Church; So you have great Opportunities of be- 
ing acquainted with the various Diſpoſitions and 
Sentiments of che Citizens of London, and of the 
Diſſenters in particular: Accordingly you obſerve 
(what I my ſelf had alſo taken Notice of) that 
Theſe lat had been generally ſurpriz'd at a Pro- 


poſal made ina late & Sermon before the Honou- 


rable Houſe of Commons, for quieting the angry 


Dr. Sherlock Sermon befor the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, on the Ith of june, 1716. be- 
ing the Day of Publick Tharkſgiving, &c. 
12314 Res A 2 


Spirit 


(4) 
Spirit that is amongſt us, and allaying the Fears that 
attend it, viz. by fuppreſſing their Expectations 
and Hopes, which the Reverend Doctor is pleaſ- 
ed to repreſent as very unreaſonable. 


THIS has given a new Occaſion to ſome 
of them to reflect on the Fears, to which they 
think he muſt referr ; and they cannot but 
conclude again, that they are as Groundleſs, as 
Unreaſonable, and as IlI-natur'd, as ever enter'd 


into the Mind of Man, or as can be pretended - 


to; for they ſeem rather to be Pretended than Re- 
al Fears: While They are ready to appeal to 
all impartial Perſons, whether the Expect ation: 
and Hopes that they entertain, deſerve to be 
call'd Unreaſcaable, or to be Suppreſs'd, They 
think this cannot appear, to ſuch as know what 
their Hopes are, and will allow themſelves to 
_ conſider their Caſe. 5 


THAT the Fears propos'd to be allay'd by 
ſuch a Method as this, are groundleſs, unrea- 
ſonable and ill- natur'd, all who are acquainted 
wiih the preſent Stare of Affairs, and have a- 
ny Capacity to judge of Things, muſt fully 
know. No one is ignorant what they afe, who 
hears the Reports, or reads the Pamphlets that 
are ſo induſtriouſly ſpread by the Men who love 
to diſtinguiſh chemſelves as High- Church. 


THAT the Ciurth is in the utter woſt Danger 
under bis Majeſty's Adminiſtration, is the Sum of 
their Fears. On this Account, they would have 
us believe, chat they are ſeiz d W 
n Xs 3 its, 


22 #- Vide Dr. Shet lock's Sermon, p. 27. 
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Fits, with the greateſt Horror and Dread. And 


ſometimes we find that Danger proceeds from 


Lutheran Enemies; at other Times from Atheiſts, 


from Deiſts, from Socinians, whom they forbear 
not to intimate, the Government would advance 


on the Ruins of the preſent Eſtabliſhment. — 


But the Truth of it is, they repreſent this Dan- 
ger as Chiefly ariſing from that * Little kind of 
Men, the D:ſſenters. They declare their Fears, 
that the Church of England-Minifters will ſoon 
be ex pell'd, and the Diſſenting Teachers (con- 
tinuing ſuch) will ſupply their Places; and the 
Reaſon, on Which they ground it is this, they 


fear the King himſelf is a Presbyterian, and that 


the B:(bops are generally of that Periwalion, A 
Clergyman in Huntingdonſhire lately inform'd his 
Friend, that many of his Pariſhioners had been 
ſo fully perſwaded, that the King goes to the 
Presbyterian Meeting-Houſes in London, and that 
one of their Number was lately made a Bi- 
ſhop; that tho? he had labour'd the Point, he 
could not convince them of the contrary. 


THESE, and ſuch as theſe, are the formidg- 
ble things the Party gives out. Theſe are the 
Fears that muſt be allay d, by ſuppreſſing. the 
Hopes of ſome faithful and truly deſerving. Sub- 
jects, if a Little Kind of Men can poſſibly be 
ſuch. - But theſe, as I ſaid, are only Pretended 
Fears; there are others that are Real: But | 
believe the Doctor is not ſo much their Friend, 
as ta deſire that choſe might be allay d. They 
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fear the Intereſts of King GEORGE are like to be 
eſtabliſh'd amongſt us; and that the Pretender's b 
Cauſe will become deſperate, and himſelf con- et 
temptible here. They are afraid thoſe Great 6: 
Men who have the Honour to attend the Throne, & ar 
and have always been true to the King, will be & 6s 
ſecur'd of his Favour, by approving themſelves IF * 
faithful to him, and every way qualify'd for his 
| Service. They fear that his Majeſty will have = © 
Wiſdom and Courage enough to keep his Ene- © 
o 
6 
= 


mies at a Diſtance from his Perſon, and to bid 
3 them Defiance. 


| AS for the Hopes and Expectations on the O- 
| ther Side, that are repreſented as very unreaſon- 
able, let us examine a little what they are, and 
whether they be lo. | 


c 

0 

| 4 

| c 

| c 

| THOSE amongſt the Diſſenters, who are the Il © 

' moſt Sanguine Expetants, are hoping that the I © 
| Time is coming when Almighty God will dif-“ 

| fuſe ſuch a Spirit of Love and Union amongſt © 

| the better Members of the Eſtabliſh'd Church, as | © 
1 ſhall diſpoſe them to admit their Brethrea into | © 
| ir, upon the Terms of Chriſt. When retain- f| © 

| ing what of Human Additions themſelves ſhall || * 

| approve of, they will ceaſe to impoſe on Theſe | © 

p what They cannot comply with without Sin. 
| They Hope for the Glory of 60D, and the good || © 

| of the Church, Thar may be removed that has || © 
| brought them under a Neceſſity of Difſenting, | * 

and together with-that, all the deplorable Ef- 

fects that have follow'd upon it. They-Hope | © 

Y that a due Regard will be had, to — 


679 
been ad vanc'd by ſome of the greateſt Men that 
ever 2dorn'd the Church; amongſt whom | ſhall 
only mention the late Learned Bp. S:#ingfleer, 
and his Grace the preſent Archbiſhop. of Canter- 
bury. The * Former argues thus, It: woold 
© be ſtrange the Church - ſhould require more 
© than Chriſt himſelf did, and make other Con- 
© ditions of her Communion than our Saviour did 
© of Diſcipleſhip. What poſſible Reaſon can be 
© aſſign'd, or given, why ſuch Things ſhould not 
© he ſufficient for Communion with a Church, 
* which are ſufficient for Eternal Salvation? and 
© certainly thoſe Things are ſufficient ſor that, 
© which are laid down as the neceſſary Duties of 
* Chriſtianity by our Lord and Saviour, in his 
© Word; What Ground can there be, why 
© Chriſtians ſhou'd not ſtand upon the ſame Terms 
© now, which they did in the Times of Chriſt 
* and his Apoſtles? Was not Religion ſufficient- 
© ly guarded and fenced in them? Was there 
© ever. more true and cordial Reverence in the 
© Worſhip of GOD? What Charter hath Chriſt 
© given the Church, to bind Men up to mote 
© than bimſelf hath done? or to exclude thoſe 
© from her Society, who may be admitted into 
© Heaven? Will Chriſt thank Men at the great 
© Day, for keeping ſach out from Communion 
© with his Church, whom he will vouchſafe 
© not only Crowns of Glory to, but it may be, 
© Aureole too, if there be any ſuch Things there? 
© The grand Commiſſion the Apoſtles were ſent 
© out with, was only to teach what Chriſt had com- 


| * Jrenicum, Preface. 


manded, 


(68.9 
© mended, but not the leaſt Intimation of any 
© Power given them to urge or require any thing 


© beyond what himſelf had ſpoken to them, or 


© they were directed to by the immediate Gui- 
dance of the Spirit of GOD. — We never 
© read the Diſciples making Laws but of things 
© ſuppos'd neceſſary. When the Council of A- 
© poſtles met at Feruſalem for deciding a Cauſe 
© that diſturbed the Church's Peace, we ſee they 
© would lay no other Burden, I Tor anuvayxes - 
© wy, beſides thoſe, neceſſary things, Acts 15. 29. 
© — The Apoſtles valued not Indifferencies at all, 
© and thoſe things, it is evident they accounted 
© juch, which whether Men did them or not, 
© was not of Concerament to Salvation. And 
© what Reaſon is there, why Men ſhould be ſo 


© ſtrictly tied up to ſuch Things which they 


© may do or let alone, and yet be very good 
< Chriſtians ſti]? Without all Controverſy, the 
c min loler of all the Diſtradions, Confuſions 
and Diviſions of the Chriſtian World, hath 


deen by adding other Conditions of Church 


© Communion, than Chriſt hath done. — Would 
© there ever be the leſs Peace and Unity in the 
Church, if a Diverſity were allowed as to 
Practices ſuppos d indifferent? Vea there would 
£ bz ſo much more, as there was a mutual For- 
* bearance and Condeſcenſion, as to ſuch things. 


here is nothiog the Primitive Church de- 


© jerves greater Imication by us in, than in that 
© admirable Temper, , Made ration and Conde 
* ſeention which was uicd in it, towards all 
* the Members of it. . It was never thought 
* worth the while, to make any ſtanding * 
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* ſeparate from one another*s Communion 


: * 

— 7 

© for Rites and Cuſtoms, that had no other O- 
© riginal but Tradition, much lefs tot Tafptnd 
en her Communion for not obſervigg them. 
undes 34% Y A Hαj: uach d A 
© Auy owel Cen, Ri th. Rae The enen, , 
© as & SoLomen tells us, they judged it, an that 
: 2 juſtly, a fooliſh oy trifling Ys 
© that derte in the weighty Matters of "Religion, to 
. 15 271 or the fate 
© of ſome petty Cuſtoms and Obſervations. G 9 
© ns aivle';. mogious mel ia hefe xv St d. 
© qv, &- mics val; "Exxanclais whetv N, For Chur- 
© ches agreting in the ſams Faith, often differ in their 
© Rites and Cuſtoms. —— The ſame WE GOPE 
< may nie the moſt infallible Evidence of 
© the Conformity of our Church of Exyland to 
the Primitive, not ſo much in »/ing the ſame 
© Rites that were in uſe then, as in rot impoſing 
them, bat leaving Men to be won by the ob- 
© ſerving the true Decency and Order of Chur- 
ches, whereby thoſe who act upon a true Prin- 
« cipte of Chriſtian Ingenuity, may be ſooner 
* drawn to a Compliance in all lawful Things, 
than by Force an 24 Impoſitions, which 
make Men ſaſpe& the Weight of the Thing 
it ſelf, when ſuch Force is uſed to make it en- 
* ter. la the mean Time, what Cauſe taye we 
to rejoyce that Almighty God has dees pfeal- 


eck to reſtore. us a Prince of that excelent Pru- 


diner and Moderation, who hath ſo lately gi- 


ven Affurance to the World, of his great B 
Aigen: Towards all that have any T retence from 


6 
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F Hip. Eccleſ. Lib. 7. Chap: _— 


© Can- 


[- 


| ( 10 9 
© Conſcience, to differ with their Brethren? Thus 
that very Learned Divine. 1 


51% viv an e , To WM 1 70 
. HIS Grace, the preſeat Archbiſhop of Ca- 
terbury, has alſo fully & prov'd, — © That there 
© may be Differences in Matters of leſſer Mo- 
* ment, between very good and zealous Chri- 
© ſtians, without any juſt Reflection either upon 
the Men, or upon their Religion. — That 
+ thefe Differences -ought not to hinder ſuch, 
+ Perſons from agreeing together, not only in 
© a Common Charity, but if it be poſſible, in a 
* Common Worſhip of GOD too. — That to this 
End, it is the Duty of all Chriſtians, but eſ- 
6 pecially'of thoſe. who are the frong in Faith, 
c not only to pray for. ſuch an Union, but «s 


© they have Opportunity, to labour themſelves, and 


© earneſtly to fir up all others, to endeavour af- 
ter it. The Proteſtant Diſſenters hope there 
are ſome great and good Men, who have: now 
an Opportunity) for this, and who have great 
Encouragemeat to ſtir wp others. And they hope 
that will be duly conſider'd, which was offer d 
by his Grace upon the ſame Occaſion, in the 
following Words. A too long Experience, 


that if ever we mean to accompliſn that U- 


nion ſo much recommended to us by the A- 
© poſtle, ſo advantagious to the Church at all 


© Times, but eſpecially at this Time ſo neceſ- 


* ſary to our Peace and our Eſtabliſhment, that it 
* ſeems to be the only Way that yet remains to 


U 
- 
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* Tn a Sermon before King William and Queen g 
Mary, Anno 1689. | Ways 
© ſctele 
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© ſettle and to ſecure us; and upon al) els Ac- 
* counts ſo much to be delir'd by all good Men, 
ve mult ſeek it by that Rule which St. Paul 
propos d to the Diſſenting Chriſtians * We then 
© that are ſtrong in the Faith, ought to bear the In- 
© firmittes.of the weak, and not to pleaſe our: ſelves; 
© I cannot, but think it (he adds) à Reflection 
© becoming every good Chriſtian among us, but, 
© in a more eſpecial Manner worthy che Conſt» 
© deration of ſuch an Auditory as this, whether. 
© ſomewhat may not yet be done for the Sake of 
peace, and to bring Things to ſuch a TEM 
PER, that both Order and Decency may ſtill 
© be preſery'd, and yet Conformity no longer 
broken? And he referrs in the Margin. to the, 
Petition of the Archbiſhop and Biſhops to 2 
for which they were committed to the Tower. 
And after proceeds to enforce this, with very 
weighty and important Conſiderations, amongſt 
which there is ſomewhat ſo peculiarly ſeaſona- 
ble to the preſent Day, that I cannot forbear to 
repeat it. Never certainly was there a Time 
ſince the Name of Separation was heard of a- 
* monglt us, in which we had greater Reaſon io 
* conſider, of Lſuch] a Union; or I HOPE, a 
© fairer l to promiſe ourſelves. the 
* Accompliſhment of it; only let us be on all 
Hands as careful to improve it, as I am per- 
* ſwaded we have all of us, not only ſeem'd to 
* deſire, but have indeed earneſtly long'd for is. 
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_ © LET us ſnew the Senſe we haye of that won 
derful Deliverance GOD hath given us out of 
the Hands, of our Enemies, by uniting our- 


Pl 


| 
| © ſetves in the ſtricteſt League of Friendſhip with, 


\ 9 * 


6 one, another, 


F * =Y 


NOW ſuch au Union as this, being ſo great a 
6 od. the Diſſenters canyot but make it the Object 
| f their Hopes; eſpecially when a Wiſe and Good 
| Prince is on the Throne, and other Wiſe and 
| | Good Men in Power: And this ſame Hope we find. 
1 las been entertain'd, upon Occafions ſomewhat 
Iz encoutaging to it than the preſent, by Men 
in the Chu cb, ſopecior to Dr. Sb— himſelf, 
without Undervaloing him; and yet this, as 1 
. before, is the moſt Sanguine of their 


ſi 
en the very M to which they ariſe. 


* THEY are not aſham'd to acknowledge, that 
they hope for the Repealing a Law for which they 
cannot but fear that GOD has a Controverſie 
with the Land; while they conſider that one of 
the moſt ſacred Iuſtitutions of our Religion, is pa 
proſtituted to a mean, and a ſecular Furpoſe, 5 
and proves the Occaſton "(ſuch as might be re- | © 
moved) of many great and provoking Sins; as H. 
may more fully appear from the — Paper. ſol 


[4 © THEY cannot but hope that they ſhall be de- 100 
1 liver*d from fome Umnarural Grievaices, that were | thi 
brought upon them for their Faithful Adhe- — 
rence to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, and the pre- 
ent Government, which they are fare was 52 

| miſ< th. 
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miſtaken & Party Zeal : Which Grie vances were 
impoſed on hed by thoſe, who appear how to 
have had no good Deſigns, either to Church or 
State; ſome of whom have been in Aa Re- 
bellion for the ſake of a bigorted Popiſh Pretender 
Py (So RA "> 


' THEY hope they ſhall be reſtored to the pri- 
vilege and Right of bringing up their Children 
according to their own Sentiments : And chat 

having approv'd themſelves true to the Intereſt. 
of the Nation, in the worſt of Times, aud ſuf⸗ 
fer'd in no ſmall Degree on that Account, they 
ſhall again have a Legal Capacity to ſerve the 

King whom they love, and their e whoſe 
Welfare chey feek, They hope that | Diviſians 
of a leſs kind, ſuch as may ariſe, and too often have 
done ſo, amongſt thoſe who live under the ſame Go- 
It vernment, and equally agree in, their Obligations to 
Y WW ſubmit to and ſupport it, frall not prevent any tru- 
ie I ly deſerving Perſons, and f? to be entruſted with 
and empley d in the Publick Affairs, from being ca- 
is pable iu Lay, of being ſo entruſted and employ d. 


- NOW ſome of the Ground:'thiat ſupport theſe 
as | Hopes, are. contain'd in the following Papers; 
r. | ſome of which and others, alſo, have been pro- 

I pos'd by the greateſt Lights in the Church it 
e- ſelf, in this and in the preceeding Age; with 
re the Recital of which 1 might ſwell a Volume. 
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e- * See Dr. Sh—K'; Sen mon, P. 9. 
ho Þ+ Vide Archbiſhop of Canterbury's Sermon befare 
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AND can it be thought a reaſonable Thing, 


that Theſe Hopes ſhould be ſuppreſi d. for the al- 


laying ſuch Fears as were mention'd above? or 
that a People who in one Reign had every Thing. 
to fear, for their firm Adherence to the Proceſ? : 
tant Succeſſion, ſhould have no particular Favour 
to Hope for under it? And , How are theſe 
Hopes to be ſuppreſsd? Were one inclin'd to 
be ill- natur'd, ſuch an Enquiry as that would 
give Abundant Scope, and further evince 
the Doctor's Propoſal to be very uncharitable,. 
very unchriſtian. But it is not my Deſign to 
ſet it in ſuch a View as a Diſſenter might be 
provok'd to do. Ile only obſerve, That when 
the Times are never ſo bad, never ſo listle fa- 
vourable to them, the Diſſenters will be hoping 
for better, and purſuing ſuch lawfdl Meaſures 
as they apprehend have a Tendency to promote 
and haſten them. I am not for ent' ring into an 
angry Debate with the Reverend and Worthy. 
Author of che Sermon I mention'd before, per- 
haps he will reconſider what he has ſaid to ſuch, 
an Auditory, and ſince publiſhed to the Wortd; and © 
upon Conſideration may find, that he has not 


treated as a Gentleman, a Chriſtian and a Di- 


vine ought to do, a whole Body of Mea, Who 
heve no way deferv'd luch Treatment at his 


Hands, and with whom if he was better ac- 


quainted, he would have known them to be 
ſomewhat more conſiderable than he has repre- 
ſented them. I am ſure 1t would be taken very 
ill from the Diſſenters, ſhould they ſuggeſt, that 
it were a reaſonable thing that ſome Mens Hope 
of Biſhopricks, and other Church-Preferments, 
| were 


(15) 5 
were ſuppreſs'd; whilſt they diſcover themſelves: 
to be Enemies to ſome of the heartieſt Friends the 
King and Government has. That che Diſſenters 
vere ſo, They found to their Sorrow, who oppo» 
ed them the moſt in the laſt Reign, and who 
loaded them with grievous Oppreſſions, by way 
of Revenge for it. That they are ſo ſtill, is 
known to the Government, and all who are 
Friends to it. And their Enemies continue to 
treat them in a moſt inſolent and brutiſh. Man- 
ner on that Account. The Perſons of many of 
them have been abuſed, and their Lives greatly 
endanger d, their Goods have beeq ſpoiled, their 
Meeting- Houſes demoliſh'd, and» their Dnellings 
ſometimes. aſſaulted in ſuch, a Manner, as left 
them Room to expect no other but that they 
would be pulPd. down on their Heads. Their 
Miniſters are continually reproach'd and abuſed. 
in the Publick Streets, and whole Volleys of 
urſes diſcharged on them; and what has been 
ſome Satisfaction in the midſt of this, they have 
heard themſelves curſed under the Character of 
GEORGE's Friends; whereas did they wear Black 
Gowns, chey could not be diſtinguiſh'd as ſuch. 
When their neceſſary Affairs have call'd them 
abroad on the Days of Publick Rejoycings, yea 
even on a Thankſgiving Day, they have ſome of 
them gone in Jeopardy of their Lives. Now. 
* thity have not been only taught to think theſe and 
their Abettors, their Enemies ; but by Arguments 
which only require a Capacity of Feeling, have been 
fully convinced that they ate ſo, for it ſeems 
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there are ſuch, * . And what have 


rhey- done to provoke ſuch a Spirit as this 4. 
gainſt them? Why only let the World know, 
2s Opportunities offerr'd, that they were, at 
all Times Friends to King GEORGE and his 
Family, and that in ſuch Inſtances as ſofficient- 
ly diſtinguiſh it from a Party-Zeal. 99974 10 


NOR have they only ſuffer'd from Mabe and 
from the Beaſts of the People, but Men of Exalt- 
ed Stations in Church and State, have been glad to 
lay hold on any Pretences, and even to make 
Occaſions to repgoach and worry them: One res» 
markable Inſtance'of this, may be ſeen in a late 
Pamphlet, entituled, The Inſolence of the Difſen- 
ters againſt the Eſt abliſp d Church, exemplifyed in 
4 Memorial given iu to the: Lords Fuſtices of Ire- 


land, by bis Grace the Lord Primate, ak the Lord 


Biſhop of Doun and Connor. 


vou know Sir, that they now e ap- 
prehend their Enemies take Encouragement to 
inſult and abuſe chem thus, from that Neglect 


with which they have been treated, by thoſe 


whom they once thought their Friends. Nay, 
they conclude, that they who - hate em take 
Heart in continuing thele Meaſures, as appre- 
heading, that tho? it ſhould ſerve no other End, 
yet it intimidates the Government from attemp- 
ting any thing ia Favour ot them; and they 
have grown very uneaſie under that View of 
the Matters | hope this is meerly Suſpicion, 


* 


—— ——. — — — — 


and 


TO THT 

and that they are miſtaken in this Apprehenſion: 
But yet much might be ſaid to ſhow, how groat- 
ly in might be to the Diſadvantage of the Pub- 
lick, that its Egemies ſhovid think thas; or, 
that thoſe who would ſerve it, ſhould be diſcou- 
rag'd, by a Perſwaſion that the Matter (is ſo. 
But what, I pray, has the Government to fear 
from the Faction? They have already done, and 
they continue to do the very worſt they are ca- 
pable of. Would they not have * murder'd the 
King and his Royal Family before this; Would 
they not have brought in Popery and Slavery long 
ago, had they been able to do it? Did our Supe« 
riors ſee fit to ſatisfy thoſe reaſonable Expecta- 
tions and HOPES, that are mention'd above, 
could their Enemies blow up a higher Degree 
of Enmity to them, than rages- already in their 
Breaſts? Could they talk in a' viler or a more 
ſcurrilous Manner againſt them; or can they op- 
poſe them with greater Reſolution and Vigeur, 
than they have hitherto done? Let any Man 
jadge. — But if the Diſſenters muſt be deſert 

and their HOP ES ſup 


pore, they indeed have 
learnt better than to ſuffer Nature to rebel againſt 


Principle, even under ſuch a Temptation to in, 
as that might prove. But 1 heard from yon, Sir, 
who are ſo well acquainted with the moſt active 
and conſiderable Men of that Denomination, 
that They are now generally diſguſted and ſowr- 


ed, upon finding themſelves fo long, and ſo far 


neglected by Some; and by the unkind Suggeſti- 


„„ Aga ogg cw — 
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Ste bis Majeſty's Proglamation for the Thani 
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ons of Others, pretending to be moderate Churcb- 


men. | wiſh that yon, and others of like Abili- 
ties with your ſelf, would perſwade them at leaſt 
ro defetr a little longer, che taking up ſuch a 
Reſolution as rhat you were ſpeaking of, and 
which I found you, who are generally cool and 
ſedate, were juſt ready to enter into, viz. to 
leave the Low.Church Party, to try what they 
can do by themſelves for the future, in thoſe 
Caſes wherein the Diſſenters were wont to unite 
them with all their Force. You truly obſerve, 
that every Body has ſeen the High-Church uni- 
ting wich Papsts to ſerve the oppoſite Cauſe; 
and how much they have given iato each others 
Intereſts, to ſecure a mutual Friendſhip: While the 


other Set of Men, who now come under not only 


the ſame common Denomination of Whigs, but 
of Schiſmaticks too, and whoſe Intereſt it muſt be 


to have the Diſſemers their Friends, expect co 


find them ſo, however they trifle with and miſ- 
uſe them. You tell me, that tho' they ſhall always 
heartily love King GEORGE, and wiſh well to 
his Perſon, his Government, and the whole Roy- 
al Family; yet in a way conſiſtent with this, 
as you ſay, they are like to have many Oppor- 
tunities to let ſome Men know, that their Diffi- 
culties will be greater than they have been as 

et, by means of their (the Dsſſenters) ſtanding 
He on ſome Occaſions; And you ſeem to be 
ſatisfyed that there will be nothing unrighteous, 


or faulty, in ſuch a Conduct as this, whereby their 


Deſpiſers may come to know how conſiderable 
they are, by the Want of their Aſſiſtance and 


Help. 
Bot, 


(19) 
- But, Sir, I beſeech you again to perſwade yout 
Friends, not to give up their Hopes as yet; Hopes 
ſupported by all thoſe ſtrenuous Arguments that 
they have to offer in Defence of their Cauſe, and 
thoſe others which lie againſt the unreaſonable 
Grievances they labour under. You know mary 
Volumes have been written on theſe Points, and 
would our Enemies condeſcend to read and con- 
ſider them, we flatter ourſelves that they would 
think better of us than they ſeem to do. But a 
Sheet may poſſibly be read by thoſe who will not 
look into a larger Defence of our Cauſe, and 
therefore being my ſelf greatly pleaſed with pe- 
yufing the two following Papers, I thought it 
might be of Uſe to reprint them in this Man- 
ner. The firſt was written in 1689 by a great 
Man, and of great Moderation towards the Eſ- 
tabliſh'd Church; and I think as ſeaſonable now, 
as when it firſt appear'd; for it contains ſome 
ſubſtantial Reaſons for thoſe Hopes which the 
Diſſeaters are now entertaining. The other was 
printed in the laſt * Occaſional Paper, from which 
I take it, and is a Letter to the Unknown Anthor 
of it, who deſerves to be honour d, for the 50 
lidity, the Impartiality, and great lagenuity of 
his Writings. I know, Sir, you have already 
perus'd both theſe Papers, and that we agree 
in our Opinion of them: But you will not think 
you looſe your Time, if you read them once 
more. And if by this means they are put into 
the Hands of ſome who have not ſeen them be- 


= * Number 8. 
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fore, 


(20) 
fore, it is hoped that They will not be offended, 
who pay a ſmall Matter for that, the beſt Part 
of which they had by them already : With this 
Hope 1 Republiſh theſe Papers, and am, 


SIR, 
Fuly, 12. 1716. h 
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HE Y are under one common Obligati- 


3 on with the reſt of Mankind, by the U- 
niverſal Law of Nature, to Worſhip 


GOD in Aſſemblies. 


MEN of all Sorts of Religions that have ever obs 
tain'd in the World, Jews, Pagans, Ma hometans, 
Chriſtians, have in their Praftice acknowledg'd this 
Obligation. Nor can it be underfiood how ſuch 4 
Prattice ſhould be ſo Univerſal, otherwiſe than from 
the Dictate and Impreſſion of the Univerſal Lan. 


Where- 


ö ( 24 ) 

WHEREAS the Religion profeſt in England, 
is that of Reformed Chriſtianity ; ſome things are 
aancxed'to the allowed Publick Worſhip, which 
tre acknowledg'd to be no Parts thereof, nor in 
themſelyes neceſſary; but which the Diſſenters 
judge io be in ſome part Sinful. 


THEY cannot therefore with good Conſcience 
towards GOD, attend wholly and ſoleiy upon 
the Publick Worſhip which the Laws do appoint. 


THE ſame Laws do ſtridly forbid their AC- 
ſembling to worſhip GOD otherwiſe. 


WHICH s in Effet the ſame thing, 41 if they who 
made, or ſhall continue ſuch Laws, (hould plainly {9 
If yon. will not conſent with u in our ſuperadded Ritas 
aud Modes, againſt your Conſciences, you ſhall not 
Worſhip GOD : Or if you will not accept of our Ad- 
ditions to the Chriſtian Religion, you ſhall not be Chri- 
ſlians;, and manifeſtly tends to reduce to Paganiſm a 
great Part of a Chriſtian Nation, 


'. THEY have been wont therefore to meet how- 
ever in diſtinct Aſſemblies, and to worſhip GOD 
in a way which their Conſciencies could approve z 
and have many Years continu'd ſo to de, otherwiſe 
thag as they have been hindred by Violence. 


II is therefore upon the whole fit to enquire, 


Q. 1. WHETHER the Diſſenters ie to be 
blamed, for their holding diftint Meerings for 


the Worſhip of GOD? 


For 


( us 9 

EO R Anſwer to this, It cannot be expected t 
a the Controverſies | ſhould be here determined, 
ich Which have been agitated about the Lawfulneſs 
r in f each of thoſe Things which have been added 
„io the Chriſtian Religion and Worſhip, by the 
' Wpreſent Conſtitution of the Church of England. - 


ace BUT ſuppoſing they were none of them ſimply 
pon unlawful, while yet the miſinformed Minds of 
int. Phe Diſſenters could not judge them law ful, tho 
hey have made it their Buſines to enquixe and 
earch; being arg'd alſo by very ſevere Suffer- 
ngs, which thorough a long Trac of time they 
have undergone, Not to retuſe any Means that 
might tend to their Satisfaction ; they could have 
nothing elſe left them to do, but to Meet, and 
orſhip diſtinctly as they have. | 


FOR they could not buteſteem the Obligation 
pf the Univer/al, Natural, Divine Law, by which 
they were bound ſolemnly to worſhip GOD, leſs 
queſtionable than that of a Law, which was only 
oſitive, Topical and Humane, requiring ſuch and 
- cn Additaments to their Worſhip, and prohi- 
diting tneir Worſhip. without them. 


wh THE Church of England (as that Part aſſects to 
N be call'd) diſtinguiſht from the reſt by thoſe ad- 
ditionals to Chriſtian Religion (pretended to be 
indifferent, aud io, conteſt unneceſſary) hath not 
©, only fought ro Engrols'to it ſelf the Ordinances 
of Divine Worſhip, but all Civil Power. So that 
the Priviledges that belong either to Chriſtian or 
Humane Society, are 8 and made peculiar 
| a to 


o 


0269 
to ſuch, as are diſtinguiſh'd by Thiogs that in 
themſelves can ſignifie nothing to the making of 
Perſons either better Chriſtians, or better Men. 


0:2. WHETHER the Laws et.joyning ſuch 
Additions to our Religion, as the excluſive Terms 
of Chriſtian Worſhip and Communion, ought to 
have been made; when it is acknowledged on all 
Hands, the things to be added, were before not 
neceſſary; and when it is known, a great Num- 
ber judge them ſinful, and mult thereby be re- 
ſtrained from worſhipping the True and Living 
GOD? | 


A. THE Queftion to any of Common Senſe, 
anſwers it ſelf. For it is not pot concerning ſuch 
as diſſent from any Part of the Subſtance of Wor- 
ſhip which GOD hath eommanded ; but concern- 
ing ſuch Additions as he never commanded. And 
there are ſufficient Teſts to diſtinguiſh ſuch P 
ſenttrs, from thoſe that deny any ſubſtantial 
Part of Religion, or aſſert any Thing con:rary 
thereto. Wherefore to forbid ſuch to worſhip 
that God that made them, becauſe they cannot 
receive your deviſed Additions, Is to exclude 
that which is neceſſary, for the meer ant of that 
which is «neceſſary. | X 


AND where'is that Man that will adventure | 


to ſtand forth, and avow the hindering of ſuch 
Perſons from paying their Homage to the GOD 
that made them ? If we thus Expoſtulate the 
matter on GOD's Behalf ard their own; Will 
you cut off from GOD i Right in the Cres: 


tures 


Cay 
tures he hath made? Will you cut off from them 
the means of their Salvation, wpon theſe Terms ? 
What Reply can the matter admit ? 


'TIS commonly alledg'd, That great deference 
is to be paid to the Laws; and that we ought 
to have ſorborn our Aſſemblies, till the publick 
Authority recall'd the Laws againſt then. And 
we will ſay the ſame thing, whea it is well pro- 
yed, that they who made ſuch Laws, made the 
World too, | | 


AN D by whoſe Authority were ſuch Laws 
made? Is there any, that is not from GOD? 
And hath GOD given any Men Authority to 
make Laws againſt himſelf, and to deprive him 
of his jag Rights from his own Creatures? 


NOR if the matter be well ſearch'd. into, could 
there be ſo mach as a Pretence of Authority de- 
ual ived for ſuch Purpoſes from the People, whom 
rpg every one now acknowledges the firſt Receptacle 
ſhip of derived Governing Power. GOD can, tis 
* true, lay indiſputable Obligation by his known 
ade Laws, upon every Conſcience of Man about Re- 
that ligion, or any Thing elſe. And ſach as repre- 

ſent any People, can according to the Conſtitu- 

| tion of the Government, make Laws for them 
Tuch about the Things they entruſt them with. But 
if the People of England be askt Man by Man, 
will they ſay, they did entruſt to their Repreſen- 
the tatives, their Religion and their Conſciences, to do 
with them what they pleaſe? When it is your 
res own Turn to be repreſented by others, is this 
| D 2 Part 


| ( 28 9 
Part of the Truft you commit? What Dr. Sher- 
leck worthily ſays, concerning a Biſhop, he might 
(and particularly, after, doth) ſay, concerning e- 
very other Man, * He can be no more repreſented 
in 4 Council, than at the Day of Judgment; every 
Man's Soul and Conſcience muſt be in his own leep- 
ing, and can be repreſented by no Man. 0 


5 » ttt on. 


II ought to be conſider'd, That Chriſtianity, 
wherein it ſuperadds to the Law of Nature, is t 
| all Matter of Revelation. And 'tis well known, 
= that even among Pagars, in the ſettling Rites 
4 and Inſticutes of Religion , Revelatiou was pre- 
4 tended at leaſt, upon an implied Principle, that 
1 in ſuch Matters humane Power could not oblige 
| the People's Conſciences. | 
| | g 1 . © W 
4 WE muſt be excuſed therefore, if we have 
| in our Practice expreſt leſs Reverence for Laws 
made by no Authority received either from GOD 
| or Man. | | 


„ ds ig od ws Ween © 


if WE are therefore injuriouſly reflected on, when 
4 it is imputed to us, That we have by the uſe of 
1 our Liberty, acknowledg'd an illegal Diſpenſing 
Power. We have done no other thing herein, 
| than we did when no Diſpenfation was given or 
if pretended, in Conſcience of Duty to him that 
l X Vindication of ſome Proteſtant Principles, 
| (fe. . 52. . 
i f + As by Numa, from his FEgeria. And tbeir 
| Prieſts to whom the Regulation of ſuch Matters was 
left, were gencrally-believ'd to be inſpir d. | 


— — 
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gave us Breath.” Nor did therefore Prattice o- 


ther wiſe, becauſe we thought thoſe | Laws diſ- 
a. with, | but becauſe we 22 1 them not 
bun 0 : | 

| O UM * ! 1 


v HEREUro latle med remains of en- 
quiring further, 


3, WHETHER ſuch Laws ſhould be con- 
tinned ? 1 Ny ll 


AGAINST: which, beſides what may bs col-⸗ 
lected from that which hath'been ſaid, it is to 
be conſidered, that what is moſt principally grie- 
vous to us, was enacted by that Parliament, that 
as we have too much Reaſon to believe, ſuffered 
it ſelf to be dealt with, to enſlave the Nation 
in-other Reſpects, as well as this; and which 
(to his Immortal Honour) the Noble E. of Dan- 
by procur'd to be Diſſolv'd, as the firſt Step 
towards our National Deliverance. h 


AND Jet the Tenour be conſidered of that 
horrid Law, by which our Magna Cherta was 
torn in Pieces; the worſt and moſt infamous of 
Mankind, at our own Expence, hired to accuſe 
us; multitudes of Perjuries committed; Convic- 
tions made without a Jury, and without any 
Hearing of the Perſons accuſed; Penalties in- 


fied; Goods rifled; Eſtates ſeiz'd and im- 


bezel'd; Houſes broken up; Families diſturb'd 
often at moſt 'unſeaſonable Hours of the Night, 
without any Cauſe, or Shadow of a Cauſe, i 
only a malicious Villain would pretend to — 


(30) 
pet a Meeting there. No Law in any other 
Caſe like this; as if to worſhip GOD without 


thoſe Additions, which were, confeſſed ungeceſ- 


ſary, were a greater Crime than Theft, Felony, 


Murder, or Treaſon! Is it for our Reputation 


to Poſterity, that the Memory of ſuch a Law 
ſhould be continued ? 
. 
AND are ye not yet awaken, and our Eyes 
opend enough, to ſee, that the making and Ex- 
ecu:ion of the Laws, by which we have ſuffer'd 
fo deeply for many by-paſt Years, was only, 
That Proteftants might deſtroy Proteſtanes, and 
the e ſier Work be made for the Introduction of 
the Popery that was to deſtroy the Reſidue? 


NOR can any Malice deny, or lenorafice of 
oblerving Engliſhmen overlook this plain matter 
of Fact: After the Diſſolution of that before- 
meation d Parliament, Diſſenters were much ca- 
reſs'd, and endeavour'd to be drawn intg a Sub- 
ſervieacy to the Court-Deſigus, eſpecially in the 
Election of after Parliaments. Notwichſtanding 
which, they every where ſo entirely and unani- 
movſly fell in wich the ſober Part of the Nation 
ia the choice of ſuch Perſons ſor the three Parlia- 
meats that next ſucceeded (two held at Heſt min- 
Fer, and that at Oxford) as it was known would, 
and who did moſt generouſly afferc the Liberties 
of the Nation, and the Proteſtant Religion. 
Which alone (and not our meer diſſent from the 

murch of England in Matters of Religion, here- 


ia Chan les Il. was ſufficiently known to be a Pri — 
= 


of great lnd flerency) drew upon us, ſoon a 
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the Diſſolution of the 1:{ of thoſe Parliaments, 
that dreadful Storm of Pei ſeent ion that deſtray'd 
not a ſmall Number of Lives in Goals, and ruig'd 
Moltitudes of Families. 2 7 
LET Enplſb. Freemen remember, what they 
cannot but know, That it was for our frm adhe- 
rence to the Civil Iatereſts of the Nation (not 
for our different Modes of Religion from the 
Legal way, tho' the Laws gave that Advantage 
againſt us, Which they did not againſt others) 
that we endur'd the Calamities of ſo. many 
Years. 1 


W HEN, by tbe late Kiag, ſome Relaxation 
was given us, what Arts and Iaſinuations ha ve 
been uſed wiih us, 10 draw us into a Concurrence 
to Defigns tending to the Prejudice of the Nation? 
And with how little effect upon the generality of 
us, it muſt be great Ignorance not to know, and 
great [ojuſtice do deny. 10 EP wk 


BUT he that knows all Things, knows, that 
tho”, in ſuch Circumſtances, there was no Op- 
portunity for our receiving publick and anthoriz'd 
Promiſes, when we were all under the Eye of 
watchtul Jealouſy; yet as great Aſſurances as 
were poſſible, were given us by ſome that we 
hope will now remember it, of a future eſtabliſhe 
Security from our former Preſſures. We were 
told over and over, when the Excellent Heer 
Fagell's Letter came to be privately communica- 
ted from hand to hand, how eaſily better things 
would be had for us, than that encourag'd Pa- 
piiF's 


| C'>2)) 

pits to expect, if ever that happy Change ſhiould 
be brought about, which none have now beheld 
with greater Joy than vGe 17 1 * 

WE are loth to injure thoſe who have made 
us hope for better, by admitting à Suſpicion that 
we ſhall now be diſappointed and deceived, (as 
we have — been, and we know by whom) 
or that we ſhall ſuſſer from them a Religious Slu- 
very, for whoſe ſakes we have foffer'd fo grie- 
vous things, rather than do the leaſt thing that 
might tend to the bringiug upon them à Civil 
Slavery. | 57 


WE cannot but expect from Engliſhmen, that 
they be juſt and true. We hope not to be the 
only laſtances, whereby the Arglica fides, and the 
Punica, ſhall be thought all one. | 
Bux if we who have conſtantly deſired, and, 
as we have had Opportunity, endea vour'd the ſa- 
ving of the Nation, muſt however be ruin'd, 
not to greaten (one hair) the Wealth and Dig- 
nity, bot oaly to gratify the Humour of them 
who would yer deſtroy it; we, who ate compe- 


rently inured to Sufferings, ſhall through GOD's: 


Mercy be again enabled to endure. But he that ſits 
in the Heavens will, in his own Time, judge our 
Cauſe, and we will wait his Pleaſurez and, we 
hope, ſuffer all that can be inflicted, rather than 
betray the Cauſe of Reformed Chriſtianity in 


the Waild. 


14 


BUT 


JJ 
16 BW BUT out Affairs are in the Hands of Men of 
Worth and Honour, who apprehend. bow: lit» 
ne gratefal 4 Name they-ſhould leave to Poſte» 
de rity, or obtain now with Good Men of any 
at Perf waſion, if under a Pretence of Kinduneſs to 
49 os, they ſhould now repeat the Arts of ill Men 
1)' in a in Time. Great Minds will think it be- 
- neath them, to ſport themſelves with their owh 
Cuaning iu deceiving other Men, which were real · 
at- ty in the preſent Caſe too thin not to be ſeen 
1 thro', and may be the eaſie Attainment of any 
'f Man, that hath enough of Opportunity, and 
integrity little enough, for ſuch Purpoſes. And 
*tis as much too groſs to endeavour to abuſe the 
Authority of a Nation, by going about to make 
that ſtoop co ſo mean a Thing, as to make a 
Shew of intending What they reſolve to their 
nttermoſt ſhall” never be. " 


BUT ſome may think by Conceſſions to us, 
the Church of England will be ruin'd, and 3 
great Advantage be given to the bringing in of 
Poper y. , 'Y 


TO which we ſay, the Generality of the Diſe 
ſenters differ from the Church of England, in no 
Subftantials of Doctrine or Worſhip, no nor 
of Government, provided it be ſo manag'd, as 
to attain its true acknowledg'd End; the fa- 
vouring of us therefore will as much ruin the 
Church, av its Enlargemeat and Additional 
| Strength will figaifie co its Ruin. | 


AND 


E 
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them? 


Church of England agree among themſelves ? 


(34). 

AND doth not the World know, that where- 
in we differ from them, we differ from the Pa. 
piſts too? And that for the moſt Part, whereig 
they differ from us, they ſeem to agree with 


. WE acknowledge their Strong, Brave and 
Proſperous Oppoſition to Popery: But they have 
oppos d it by the Things wherein they agree Wl fuc 
with us; their Differences ſrom us are no more cle 
a Fence againſt Popery, than an Incloſure of MW Tl 
Straw is againſt a Flame of Fire. dic 


BUT ?tis wont to be ſaid, we agree not a- 
mong ourſelves, and kaow-not what we would 
bave. 


AND do all that go under the Name of the 


We can ſhew more conſiderable Diſagreements 
among them, than any can between the moſt of 
us, and a very conſiderable Part of them. They 
all agree lis true in Conformity: And we all a- 
gree in Nonconformity: And is not this meerly 
accidental ro Chriſtianity and Proteſtantiſm ? 
And herein is it not well known, that far the 
greater Part of Retormed Chriſtendom, do more 
agree with us? 8 


AN arbitrary Line of Uniformity, in ſome 
lictle Accidents, ſevers a ſmall Part of the Chriſ- 
tian World from all the reſt: How unreaſon- 
ably is it expected, that therefore all the reſt 
mult in every Thing elſe agree among them- 


ſelves? 


E 


ſelves? Suppoſe any imaginary Line to ent off 

a little Segment from any Part of the Terxeſtri- 

al Globe, tis as juſtly expected that all the reſt of 

dne World ſhould be of one Mind. If one Part 

of England be Taylors, they might as well ex- 

pet that all the People belides Deald, agree to 
of one Profeſſion. ww 


PERHAPS ſome imagine it ; diſhonourable to 
ſuch as have gone before them in the ſame Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Stations and Dighities, if now any. 
Thing ſhould be alter'd, which Mare 
did before approve and chiok fic. 


BUT we hope that T empration will not A prove 
invincible, viz. of ſo exceſſive a Modeſty as to 
be afraid of ſeeming Wiſer or better Natur'd, 
or of a more Chriſtian Temper than a Pre- 
deceſſors. | 


BUT the moſt of us do 2oree not only with 
one another, but in the great Things above 
mention'd with the Church of England too: And 
in ſhort, that that Reproach may ceaſe for ever 
with thoſe that count it one; they will find with 
us, when they pleaſe to try, a very extenſive A- 
greement on the Terms of King Charles II his 
Declaration about Eccleſiaſtical ** oy 
1660, 


Queſt. 4. WHETHER it be reaſonable to ex- 
elude, all that in every Thing conform not co 
the Church of England, from nay Part or Share 
of the Civil Power ? ar 2 

E 2 THE 


(36 9 

THE difference, or Nonconformity of many 

is ſo minute, that it would be as reaſonable, to 

eg all Whoſe Hair is not of this or that Co- 
ur. 7500 N 


| AND what if we ſhou'd make a Diſtermina- 


tion, by the Deciſion this way or that, of any; 


other diſputed Queſtion, that may be of as fmall 
Concernment to Religion? Suppoſe it be that 
of eating Blood; for the Deciſion whereof, one 
way, there is more Pretence from GOD's Word, 
than for any part of the diſputed Conformity. 
Would it not be a wiſe Cosſtitution, that - 
ſoever thinks it lawful to eat Black- Pudding , ſhall 
be capable of no Office, c.. | 


BUT we tremble to think of the exclyſive $2- 
tramenta! Teft, brought down as low as to the 
Keeper of an Alehouſe! Are all fit 10 approach 
that Sacred Table, whom the Fear of Ruin, or 


Hope of Gain may bring thither? We cannot 


but often remember wich Horror, what hap- 
pened three or four Years ago: A Man that 
ed an ill Life, but frequented the Church, was 
obſerv'd not to come to the Sacrament, and 
ſt by the Officers to come; he yet declin'd, 
nowing himſelf unfit ; at length, being threat - 
ned, and terrified came: Bur faid to ſome pre- 
ſent at the ſolemn Action, That he came only 


to avoid being undone ; and took them to Wit» 


nefs; that what he there receiv'd, he took on- 
ly as common Bread and Wine, not daring to 


receive them au the Body and Blood of Chriſt. 


Tis amazing, that among Chriſtians, ſo vene« 
150 E YE S rable 


8 
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table an Inſtitution ſhould: be proſtituted to ſo 
mean Purpoſes, and fo foreign to its true end! 
Aud that doing it after the manner of the Church 
of England, muſt be the Qualification! 28 if Eng- 
land were another Chriſtendom; or it were a 
greater Thing to conform in every Punctilio to 
the Rules of this Church, than of Chriſt himſelf! 


BUT we would fain know whoſe is that Ho- 
ly Trabis? Is it che Table of this or that Pars 
ty, or the Lord's Table? If the Lord's; are not 
Perſons to be admitted, or excluded upon his 
Terms? Never can there be Union or Peace in 
the Chriſtian World, ?cill we take down our 
arbitrary lncloſures, and content our ſelves with 
thoſe which our common Lord hath ſet. If he 
falls under a Curſe that alters Mens Landmarky, 
to alter God's is not likely to infer a Bleſſing, 


THE matter is clear as the Light of the Sun, 
that as many Perſons of excellent Worth, So- 
briety, and Godlineſs, are entirely in the Com- 
munion of the Church of England ; ſo that 
there are too many of a worſe Character, that 
are of it too ; and divers Prudent, Pious, 
and ſober - minded Perſons, that are not of 
it. Let Common Reaſon be conſulted in 
this Caſez Suppoſe the Tables twrn'd, and that 
the Rule were to be made the contrary. way, 
vig., That to do this Thing, but not by any 
means after the Manner of the Church of Eng- 
land, were to be the Qualification ; and now 
fappoſe one of meaner Endownients as a Man 
and a Chriſtian, do what is required, and not 


(38) 
in the way of the Church of England; another 
that is of much better, do the ſame thing, in 
that Way; were it ſuitable to Prudence or Juſ- 
tice, that becauſe it is done after the Way of 
the Church of England, a fitter Man ſhould be 
reckon'd unqualified? and one of leſs Value be 
taken for qualified, becauſe he does it a differ- 
ent way? Thea Is all that ſolid weight of Wiſ- 


dom, Diligence, Sobriety and Goodneſs, to be 


weighed down by a Feather. ; 


IT muſt ſurely be thought the Prudence of 
any Government, to comprehend as many uſe- 
ful. Perſons as it can, and no more to deprive 
it ſelf of the Service of ſuch, for any thing leſs 
conſiderable than thoſe Qualifications are, by 
which they are uſeful, than a Man would tear 
off from himſelf the Limbs of his Body, for a 
Spot upon che Skin. 


AND really, if in our Circumſtances, we thus 
narrow our Intereſt, all che reſt of the World 
will ſay, That thev who would deſtroy us, do 
yet find a Way to be our Inſtructors, and our 
common Enemies do teach us our Politicks. 


POSTSCRIPT. 

TJ HE Names of Mr, Hale of Eaton-College, and 
of a later moſt renowned B. ſhop of the Church of 

England, who aſſerted this Principle | That if things 

be impos'd under the Notion of indifferent, which 

many think ſinful, and a Schiſm follow there- 

upon, the Impoſers are the SchiſmaticksJ wil 


be great in England, as lang as their Writings ſhall, 
A 


live, and good Senſe can be underſtood in it. 
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SI F, | | 
y THANK you for the Monthly Entertains 
[1 ment of your Papers; but muſt acknowledge 

my ſelf one of thoſe that want you to ſpeak 
ent more plainly upon ſeveral Things which you 
have hinted at. Some People imagine you are 
a Diſſenter ; but really if you are ſo, you are 
a ſneaking one, to ſpeak of em as you have done. 
And if you are of the Party call'd Low Church, 
methinks you need not be either aſham'd or a- 
fraid to appear a downright Advocate for thoſe; 
who have maintain'd ſuch a ſteddy Regard to 


your Intereſts, even under the. greateſt Diſcous 
ragements, If you are in Sincerity what you pro- 
kely to be, in the 2 of your ficſt Pas 

pers; 


(42) 
pers, you cannot avoid drawing Conſequences 
from many Things you have advanc'd, which ali 
will be ſupported by none but Diſſenters. Fo 
tho the Free-Thinkers (as the Men of 0 Religis 
affect ro call themſelves) may fall in with you 
in ſome Things; and tho” in other Things you 
may talk in the ſame Strain with thoſe who are 


now leaving the Common Faith of Chriſtians, 4 
and ſeeking to propagate their particular Opi- me! 
nions; yet, I will venture to ſay, that none wil 27 
ſd thoroughly and beartily follow you in thoſeMW'? 
large and generous Sentiments, for which you the 
ſeem to have a Fondneſs, as the leading Party Ho 
of the Diſſenters would do. ba 
PROVE your ſelf then, the unprejudiced, diſonte-Wl ©" 
reſted Man you pretend to be, in daring'to be uſt - 
and grateful to a Body of Men, who have done. 
more for the Good of their Country, perhaps, 
than any Set of People ever did, under ſuch Treat- 10 
ment as they have met with. Many of them 2 
have been turn'd out of choſe Places, which they 
were employ'd in ſo long, as to be uncapable of 1 
turning themſelves to any thing elſe for the Sup- 7 
port of themſelves and Families. They have been c 
driven from the Univerſitis, and from many Ad- * 
vantages as to Learning; and then that is made a 
reaſon for deſpiſing them; tho? many of em thro 
Induſtry and the Bleſſing of GOD, are as conſi- 
derable as thoſe who have had their Education at : 
'Oxford or Cambridge. | > 
' THEY have been made incapable of ſerving the 


Publick in Corporations, Commiſſions N 
3 | N l 


: \ IE <tr; ata 
5c, and then are repreſented as a People that are 
nſignificant, and of little Importance to the Go- 
erament. But we know the Character, and the 
End too, of thofe, who when the Straw was ta- 
ken away, yet requir?d the Tale of Bricks, as 
when it was allow d. | £ 
AND yet notwithſtanding theſe Diſcourage- 
ments, together with the Inſults and Abuſes, that 

a Popiſh, or Popiſhly affected, Rabble, have eve- 

ry where been ſpirited up to throw upon them: 
they have faithfully adher'd to the Intereſt of the 
Houſe of Hanover, and the moderate Church- 
party. He muſt be wilfully blind, that does not 
ſee how much the late Miniſtry labour'd to get 
the Diſſenters out of their Way: Being ſenſible, 
that they could not ſo effectually carry on their 
Deſigns, whilſt a Diſſenter had any Intereſt left 
in his Country. And 'tis demonſtrable, that the 
Integrity of the Diſſenters, and their prevailing . 
Concern for the Proteſtant Religion, has had that 
Effect upon Multitudes that were ready to have 
joyn'd the lately ſuppreſs'd Rebels, that they 
durſt not do what otherwiſe they would have 
done, for fear of ſuch Men (even where they 
were feweſt) being Spies upon them. 9 


FOR this Reaſon, many of 'em were wretch- 
edly abuſed in their Perſons; others ſuffered in 
their Goods; they were thi eatned up and down, 
that their Throats ſhould be cut; in ſhort; Mat- 
ters were come to that paſs, that no Methods 
would have been ſtuck at to get them out of the 
Way. They knew all this, and they knew how 
F 2 to 


C, 44 1 


to valu: their Safety and [atereſt, and Births 
rights, as well as others; and yet they hazardetf* 
alf to ſerve thoſe —— who now are aſbam'd 60 
ſay or do a kind Thing for them. WY * 


«SIR! If you dare publiſh che Thoughts of 4 
ehoroagh Diſſn er, you ſhould tel} them who' ar 
in Power, of ſome of their Publick Speeches, and 
their often declared Sentiments, which it is now 
expected ſhould direct their Conduct. Vo 
ſhould tell em, what the Religion of Chriſtians 
and Proteſtant? demands from them; and tell 
dem, that their Credit for the Future with ſome 
of 'their beſt Friends, depends upon what they, 
now do. Nay, yon may tell' em, their Ene-. 
mies expect they ſhould ſhow a Concern for 4 
Set of Men that have been ſo cloſely attach'd ta 
them. For it muſt be acknowledg*d, Thar the; 
Tories are always ſo generons, as to take care of 
their own Friends, thoꝰ ſometimes it be to their 
own Difedvantige;, as tis maniteſt their iacor- 
porating with the Payiſts has now been. And 
withal, I would tell fome preſens Miniſters 
of State, That they will find it à very diffe- 
rent Thiog ta have a Divine Providence, and a 
number of Men ſet againſt them, for their laju- 
ſticegnd Ingratitude; to hat their preſent Caſe 
is, The having a Company of Rebels to Religi- 
on, aud their Covati y, only, e "F SE, 
them.” | | 


1 KNOW the common way of putting by all 
zhis, is to tell us, that it is not yer 4 Time to ſhow” " 
aby Favour to how Diſſent 57 which ſome inrery, | 
| Sf pier . 


] 
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ef«teſul. Fot it theyſhould, M 


ret, that it is not yer, matter of Neceſey: b. 
il it is fo N will no be a Tims 2 9596 fu 
are not now able to do any thing or dh, val g 
gladly know, . when they propoſe. tg. he better 
able? H, heit Strength. and Power to accom .. 
pli what "They and all hogeſt Men profeſs to 
wiſh for, be now thought inſyfficieat „ what: is. - 
it like to be, when all thoſe Meaſures are purſued 
that muſt leſſen the Number, and weaken: the 
Force and. Iazereſt, of thoſe zhat would nom ba- 
zard their All, to pat Matters upon 2 hetteg foot? 
And how will thoſe Men anſwer it, I. do got 
ſay to Almighty GOD, Ui even to themſel tes 
aud to Poſterity ; thas arè how the, Occaſions 
or Inſtruments of deſtraying thoſe ſmall Remains 
of Sincerity and Honeſty, that are len among | 
us ? If our preſet Fhyſicians ſhould be ſo dero 
ted to their own particular Hnmours, or Pre- 
ſcriptions, as to differ with one another, whilſt 
the Patient languiſhes ,under' their Hands; we 
are ſure of this, that de may poſſibly ſe- 
cure a Point of Honour, ali enotber may multi- 
ply his Fees, yet the pot Patient after all his ' 
Expectation, and the ſpending of his Subſtance, 
1s left at laſt io expiry ang periſh. 3 

| KNOW tis often a Time for GOD to ap- 
pear, when his Intereſt is ſank to the loweſf; but 
that is not a Time for baman Politicks to own a 
People in. If ever a reſtleſs Night, or an uneaſie 
Mind (like that of Ahaſuerus) ſhould be appbint- 
**d to our Prince, and he ſhould enquire what 
bas been done for thoſe that have been faithful to 
be | —— biw, 


. 
n 2 
3 N 
< 


v = 
* 
o 
. , 
- 


* : 


( mn_ 
4 i eben others iebell'd againſt im; and 17 
doe de anſwered, rr all, done fe them; then 
ps ſome Regard may be ſhewn to em: But 
Mee nile if fuch a Juncture as this be let ſlip z, 
I fhall conclude, that choſe who wait far @ more 
Eofveniegt Seaſon, intend it in the Senſe that Fr 
lis St Pan, when after ro Years VR with 2 


He yet left þ im bound. 


THIS Sir! Is the manner in which a Dene, 
would write upon the preſent State of Affaits; 
And this is what a"ModerateC :hman beide 
not think unworthy Notice. t if vou, 

0 Pöpſicd any thing of this 


_ have not a Heart « 
8 Nature from your own Obſervation and Senſe of 
1 Things; let this be inſerted, as from one that 
Glories, even in the preſent Reproaches and 
Afflictions at a Prople, char geſer ve better Treat- | 
ment. a, © : 
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